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Rome

Greece and Persians

Unit 1:
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The Persian Empire 559-465 BC
The rise of the Persian Empire under Cyrus
the Great 559–530 BC
Cambyses II, Smerdis and the accession of
Darius 530–522 BC
The reign of Darius the Great 522–486 BC
Xerxes I and the Greeks 486–465 BC 

Unit 2:
• 
• 
• 

Athens in the Age of Alexander the Great
Upbringing, character, beliefs and life of
Alexander Alexander’s campaigns: The
reasons for his expeditions and the main
battles

•  Significant events in Alexander’s life
•  The Macedonian army under Alexander
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Unit 3:
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The Foundations of Rome
The legendary kings: Origins of Rome 753–
616 BC
The Etruscan kings: 616–509 BC
Origins of the Republic: 509–494 BC
Securing the Republic: 494–440 BC 

Unit 4:
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Hannibal and the Second Punic War
Reasons for the outbreak of the Second Punic
War
The nature and dynamics of Hannibal’s
leadership
The changing nature of Rome’s response to
Hannibal
How did Rome defeat Carthage?

 
OCR Ancient History

History prepares students 
for an increasingly complex 
political world.  Learners 
study a range of time 
periods and critically 
evaluate, analyse and judge 
information uncovered.
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